viii
even today, despite a good deal of research and study.
The collection of all the sources is a stupendous task. If is
only when a band of devoted workers bend their energies
to this task that an exhaustive cultural history of Kar-
nataka can be written. Mine is but a stimulus to such an
undertaking, a very modest attempt in the line* I crave
the indulgence of scholars in Karnataka and elsewhere for
the obvious shortcomings of this work and I invite their
criticism and their suggestions for my guidance.
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